THE FOUNDATION OF BRITISH LAW: HABEAS CORPUS ACT

1. Read and translate the text. 
In Britain, the United States and many other English-speaking countries, the law of Habeas Corpus guarantees that nobody can be held in prison without trial. Habeas Corpus became a law because of a wild party held in 1621 at the London home of a notoriously rowdy lady, Alice Robinson. When a constable appeared and asked her and her guests to quiet down, Mrs. Robinson allegedly swore at him so violently that he arrested her, and a local justice of the peace committed her to jail.
When she was finally brought to trial, Mrs. Robinson's story of her treatment in prison caused an outcry. She had been put on a punishment diet of bread and water, forced to sleep on the bare earth, and given 50 lashes. Such treatment was barbaric even by the harsh standards of the time.
Public anger was so great that she was acquitted. The constable who had arrested her without a warrant was himself sent to prison, and the justice of the peace was severely reprimanded. And the case, along with other similar cases, led to the passing of the Habeas Corpus Act in Britain in 1679. The law is still on the British statute books, and a version of it is used in the United States, where the law was regarded as such an important guarantee of liberty that Article 1 of the Constitution declares that "Habeas Corpus shall not be suspended except in cases of rebellion or invasion".
Habeas Corpus is part of a Latin phrase — Habeas corpus ad subjiciendum — that means "Let the body be brought before the judge". In effect, a writ of Habeas Corpus is an order in the name of the people (or of the sovereign) to produce an imprisoned person in court at once.
TASK 2. Find in the text the English equivalents for the following words and expressions:
[bookmark: _GoBack]1) англоязычные страны; 2) содержаться в тюрьме без суда; 3) стал законом; 4) бурная вечеринка; 5) скандально известная дама; 6) попросил успокоиться; 7) местный мировой судья; 8) отправил ее в тюрьму; 9) предстала перед судом; 10) обращение с ней в тюрьме; 11) буря негодования; 12) карательная диета из хлеба и воды; 13) спать на голой земле; 14) 50 ударов плетью; 15)  варварское обращение; 16) суровые стандарты того времени; 17) общественный гнев; 18)  ее оправдали; 19) без ордера на арест; 20) отправлен в тюрьму; 21) мировой судья получил строгий выговор; 22) привел к принятию Закона Habeas Сorpus; 23) важная гарантия свободы; 24) Статья 1 Конституции провозглашает; 25) за исключением случаев мятежа или вторжения. 


